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Rising Fourth Grade Summer Assignments

Welcome to 4th Grade at Saint James Catholic School! To avoid “summer slide,”
we encourage your child to invest some time during summer break enjoying,
retaining, and growing math, reading, and writing skills.

Summer Math Assignment:

Retain and grow your math fact fluency by earning three green lights a week on
Reflex.

Our work with Reflex has been amazingly successful. The majority of this year’s
graduating 4th graders reached 100% fluency in addition, subtraction,
multiplication, and division facts! You will be giving your child a great advantage
in 4" grade and beyond if you ensure that Reflex becomes routine. We strongly
recommend that parents create a Reflex Parent Reporting Account to monitor
progress of math fact fluency. See this guide to create an account:

https://blog.explorelearning.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06 /Reflex-Parent-
and-Teacher-Remote-Learning-Guide.pdf

We also recommend that students use Moby Max to retain their math skills.

Summer Reading and Writing Assignments:

Reading Assignment: Read one book from the Virginia Mysteries Book Series by
Seven K. Smith.

Writing Assignment: Write a lefter to the author. Refer to the Summer Assignment
packet for instructions. It has sample letters, ideas for what to write about, paper
for the letter, and the checklist you will use and attach to your letter. Please
remember not mail your letter! Also, do not write your home address or last name
on the lefter! We will mail all the 4th grade letters to the author in September. The
Summer Assignment packet was given to your child at school. If you need a new
packet, please pick one up at the office.

Due Date: Turn in your handwritten (cursive) letter and checklist by Thursday,
August 31st,



More information: Using your child’'s Lexile measure as a guide (see Scantron
reading report), choose one of the nine books from the Virginia Mysteries Book
Series by Steven K. Smith.

Lexile.com states that “Lexile measures are a guide, helping you make a more
infformed choice about reading materials. A young person’s Lexile range spans
from 100L below to 50L above his or her Lexile measure.” For example, children
with a Lexile measure of 700L will have a Lexile range of 600L to 750. Within this
range, a reader is expected to comprehend the text well enough to understand
it, while still experiencing some reading challenge.

Of course, you can choose books outside that range. Lexile.com gives these tips:

e [fabookis above your child’s Lexile range, she may try toread it, especially
if it's a topic that interests him or her. Support reading by helping look up
the meaning of tougher words and connecting your child with other
resources on the topic.

¢ Choosing books below your child’s Lexile range is fine for any type of
reader, but can be especially helpful for struggling and reluctant readers,
who can build confidence while learning about new topics and interests.

Two of the books from Virginia Mysteries Book Series have been Lexile-scored:
Summer of the Woods (Lexile 790) and Shadows at Jamestown (Lexile 650). The
author has informed us that, in his opinion, the other books in the series fall within
that range. They include: Mystery on Church Hill, Ghosts of Belle Isle, Secret of the
Staircase, Midnight at the Mansion, Spies at Mount Vernon, Escape from
Monticello, and Pictures af the Protest. The books are numbered but do not need
to be read in order.

The Virginia State Reading Association named Shadows at Jamestown as a
Virginia Readers’' Choice elementary title for 2019-20. The historical themes in the
series reinforce our social studies curriculum. The books contain facts about
places such as Jamestown, Colonial Williamsburg, Mount Vernon, and
Washington D.C. They also highlight significant historic figures including
Pocahontas, Patrick Henry, Thomas Jefferson, George Washington, Abraham
Lincoln and more.

We look forward to meeting you in August! Have a happy summer!

The Fourth Grade Team



Dear Parents/Guardians,

Reflexis an online, game-based program that helps students build fast and effortless recall of
math facts. Research has shown that quick recall of math facts is critical for future success in

mathematics. Below, please find additional information to help support your child’s progress
to math fact fluency with Reflex at home or on the go.

° Students are encouraged to login to Reflex Create a Free Parent Account

math at least 3 times o week and strive for the
green light each time.

| To set up an account, you will need your
! child’s Reflex login information:

i (teacher’s Reflex Username, the name of
. the Reflex Class, and your child’s Reflex

| Password).

* Your child can utilize the Reflex math program
from any device, including smartphones, with
internet access throughout the school year from
home or on the go.
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1. Goto reflexmath.corn/parent

* Reflex helps students of all ability levels to
develop fluency with their basic facts in
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create your free account.

3. Go to www.reflexratn.com/reports
Once you are logged, follow the
instructions to add your child.

division.

* Reflex continucusly monitors and adapts to
your child’s performance to create an optimal
experience for them. It is important that others
do not use your child’s account.

4. Once registered, launch the parent
account at
www.reflexmath.com/reports to log
into your new account. Enter your
Username (your email address) and
Password and click Submit.

* You can easily track your child’s progress by
creating a Free Reflex Parent Account. Use the
instructions on the right to get started!
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Dear Teachers,

Below please find some quick tips and how to prepare for Reflex success at home or on the go!
Links to resources have been added for more information or instruction if needed. Reminder:
Reflex is an adaptive and individualized online, game-based math program that helps students
of all ability levels to develop fluency with their basic facts in addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division.

Preparing for Reflex Success
at Home or on the Go!

Tips to Ensure Reflex Success
at Home or on the Go!
3 Ensure that all students are enrollzd in

your Reflex class and have an
assignment.

° Reflex is appropriate for all students
who have the conceptual understanding
for adding and subtracting and/or
multiplying and dividing. Provide all students with their Reflex

_ Login cards
» Encourage students to login to Reflex at B

least 3 times a week and strive for the
green light each time.

1 Seta Weekly Green Light Goal for
students to achieve.

Remind students that the Green Light-
v'Unlocks New Games
v'Opens the Store

Status daily/weekly to monitor student
progress with fluency & Green Light
Goals. To access this report click Class
Reports and then Group Status from
your teacher dashboard.
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I Remind students that they can utilize

} Reflex from any device, including

{ smartphones, with internet access from 00 Recognize student progress by

|

| highlighting Student Milestones through
! email, class webpage, social media, etc...
\
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home or on the go.

Send home a biank fact family pyramid
and/or your own green light tracker for
students to monitor their own progress.
(see link to Engagement Kit below)

1 Distribute the attached Parent
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; Newsletter to all Parents/Guardians.

Teacher Reflex Resource Links:
Reflex Engagement Kit
Remote Learning Resolirces
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il includeci Jrhe date of Jrl’le [eHer.

T wrote the salutation, and added a comma ofterwards.
L indented the body of the leter.

L included %he o|osinf], and added a comma qFjrer‘wards.
L included my siﬂnajrure/ name at Jr,’)e end of Jrhe leter.
L used my best handwrﬂinﬂ fo write the lelter.

M)/ handwrﬁ]nfj was neat and easy to read.

T included the correct punchuation ot the end of every
sentence.

L used CGPH'GI leHers at Jr]’le L)ef]inninﬂ of eqcl’l sentence,

and in other areas, as needed.

L asked Jrhe aLnLl’\or a question, made a connection, or
included an observation in the letter to the author.

T used my best spelling stratedies.

L dd my bes! Jrhinl(inﬂ and writihg.
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(T he most memorable Jrhlnfj about your book...
| T T weote the text, 1 would Cl‘lanﬂe

1 Ore part thet was cha“enalnﬂ for me was...
A Your book was interesting o me because...
d L noticed Hﬁajr you l:)uiljr susPense l))/

\l\/hqu surPrised me most ahou} your text was...
M)/ Fredécjrions al)od your book...

My Fc&vori-}e part al:)oujr your book Is...

A The part of your text that I dislked the most is...

1 Your book was a Jood fit for me because...

The text was IiI(e anojrher book L once read...

| Your book made me tink of somejrl'linf] in my own ife..

A T he main character from your book reminded me of ...

Whie reading, L fidured out that..

©J en Bradshaw {TeucherKarm.cm}

A T believe I know why you chose the Hitle of the book..

An important question T have about Jrhe CI’]araCJrer Is...

@®
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T noticed that the setting of your book...

L Jrl’louﬂ"\Jr it was so interesting the way You...

1 T love the Yenre of your book because...

J T} was hard for me Yo continve reading the Yext because..

; Ti’)e lext reminded me...

AL warted o read your book because...

L WGUH recommend your book to a Friend Eecausew.,

L

]

Jd L don’t "!fl'}inlf( L wouH recommend Your Eool( L)ecquse,..
3 Whie reading your text, 1 was f eelinﬂ...

While reading your i:)ook,. T was H’)inkinﬂ about...

4 While reading the text, L was madining...
u
L]
N
N

I If T was writing the ending, T would have..

_Hhe endinﬂ of your book surPrised me L)y
 he main Feelinf} T hed while reading your book...

T could tell that your messade was...

1 The illustrations from your book...

——

@']-ea E‘mds}‘.aw {Teccl']erKcrrra .Ccm}
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June 30,202

\'J R S T S ] e e
/ 1 had a wonderful time visiting you this
summer. Swimming in your pool was g

Marco Polo with my cousins.

Thank you for faking me to the
museum too. That was so thoughtful.
| learned so much about the
Revolutionary War. | wonder if | would
ce a Patriot or Loyaliste

| will never forget my visit with you. | hope
fo come back next summer! Will you be able
fo come see Ussoong | miss youl!

T T T O O T
O e A A e M 7 ST S T T

- Sincerely yours,
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Joanie
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Dear Mr. Allen, {@?e'%}’?ﬂﬁ}

{B@d}} 1L enjoyed reading your L)oo!(, T he T unnel Belo_w. T
wdas very sur‘Prised Cilbbu-} Jrl’)e way Jrhalr your Lool( ended. I
never expected U ulie fo retumn fo the emply house o look for
her best friend. What = éxpecjreci lo happen, is that Uulie

would !<66}D funninﬂ ontl s})e found her‘ parents.

/A\"iol%" P rereadmﬂ Tﬂe enciinj oF H’IS l)ook and d?sCussiﬁS it
with a friend, T bedan do see that # made sense for Julie to
9o BQCk o %heempjr}f hcuse.. 'Ju‘iejs bes! Frlend Was w!’\m
really mattered in her Ife.

T can't wat %o read ancther one of your books from the

Gone Awa.y & eries.

S incere'y , {C‘c—siﬂﬂ}

{S 33:’3@%1;?@}
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